
Photographic Safari
with Imma Barrera

Guided Tour for 10-12 Guests

Price from $ 3499 p.p. sharing

incl. full board, safari activ
itie

s & 

night p
hotography workshops



Safari Tour for photographers.
This tour has been designed with the photographer in mind. The locations have been 
selected for their beautiful scenery and their abundance of wildlife to maximize the 
chances of getting some “one of a lifetime” captures. In addition, we have incorpora-
ted some opportunities to shoot the Milky Way, which makes this tour unique to other 
trips offered for photographers. 

The trip is designed for all skill level but it is highly recommended that you are con-
fortable in shooting using the manual mode for night photography. The workshops 
that will be run during the trip will cover only night photography as explained below. 
During the rest of the trip, the local guides will take us to amazing areas for a unique 
experience.

The night photography workshops included will cover how to plan a Milky Way shot, 
basic and advanced techniques for capturing the Milky Way and post processing. Op-
tional learnings (depending on conditions) may include how to capture star trails. 

For those seeking to improve their understanding of basic photography skills can at-
tend a one day workshop in New Jersey prior to the trip.

I have been capturing the night skies in the USA for the past years and my images have 
been exhibited in several art galleries in NJ, PA and CA (https://www.imma.photo/Site-
files/Exhibits-and-awards). Currently, I am working on publishing a mini book on night 
photography in the Northeast Coast as part of the intensive six-month Portfolio De-
velopment Program sponsored by B&H, one of the biggest photography retail compa-
ny. A selection of my astrophotography can be seen on my website https://www.imma.
photo/Portfolios-selections/Astrophotography-Selection



For more photos by 
Imma Barrera, please 
click on the link below: 
 
https://www.imma.photo/
Portfolios-selections/
Astrophotography-
Selection



Your Destinations at a glance:

1. Arrival in Zimbabwe‘s 2nd City Bulawayo

2. Shashani Lodge & UNESCO World Heritage Site Matobo Hills National Park

3. Hwange National Park, Zimbabwe‘s largest National Park

4. 2 days Cruise on Lake Kariba

5. UNESCO World Heritage Site Victoria Falls 



Day 1 – From Bulawayo to Shashani Lodge

On your arrival at the airport in Bulawayo, your guide will welcome you to Zimbabwe.  

Your destination today is a comfortable hour’s drive to the Southwest, the beautiful 
Shashani Lodge. Individual lodges are widely distributed among indigenous vegetation 
on a huge whaleback rock with stunning views across the Matobo Hills, offering you 
space and privacy to relax after your long flight.  
 
You have the option of just kicking back and savouring the peace and quiet or of taking 
part in one of the optional activities on offer, e.g. a guided bush walk to see some rock 
paintings and historic grain bins. 
Full Board, Shashani Lodge

Day 2 – Shashani Lodge 

The day is at your disposal for sleeping off your jetlag and/or taking part in optional 
activities such as guided bush walks, climbing the rock opposite the lodge, 
birdwatching or relaxing at the pool.  

Tonight, you will have your first chance at photographing the night sky under the tui-
tion of astrophotography expert Imma Barrera. Milky Way photography, star trails light 
painting will be on the program for the early hours of the morning. Make sure to dress 
warmly, Zimbabwean winters are cold but the skies as clear and dark as you could 
wish for.
Full Board, Shashani Lodge

Your Itinerary in Detail:



Day 3 – Shashani Lodge

Today, make sure to pack some warm clothing and dress "onion-peel-style", as you will 
be spending the day in Matobo Hills National Park. 

You will go rhino tracking on foot with an experienced guide who will bring you up 
close to the animals and give you insights into the lives of these highly endangered 
creatures. 

You will also have a chance to view millennia-old rock paintings in one of the famous 
and iconic caves of the Matobo Hills. 

As the sun sets, you will watch this beautiful spectacle from the top of World‘s View 
Rock where Cecil John Rhodes lies buried at his own request.  

If you still have energy after this, you can join Imma for another pre-dawn session of 
stargazing and photography!
Full Board, Shashani Lodge



Day 4 – From Matopos to Hwange National Park

Approximately four hour‘s drive to the North and West will take you to Miombo Safari 
Camp (or similar) on the border of Hwange National Park. 

Once you have settled into your comfortable accommodation at the lodge and had a 
delicious lunch, it’s “Safari Time” again! You will feel the breeze and smell the bush as 
you travel into the park in the lodge’s open 4x4 game-drive vehicle. 

Hwange is Zimbabwe’s largest National Park. It covers almost 15000 km² of pristine 
wilderness. Only a very small part of this massive reserve is open to tourism and the 
public. 

The southern part of the park, where you will be on the lookout for wild animals, is 
characterized by open, grassy areas interspersed with dense teak forests and groves 
of camelthorn acacia. Hwange is well-known in Southern Africa for its huge elephant 
herds that dominate the water holes during the dry season, particularly in the late 
afternoons and early evenings. 

After your drive, you will return to Miombo Safari Camp  for dinner and a comfortable 
night.  

Full Board and Activities, Miombo Safari Camp or similar



Day 5 – Morning and afternoon game drives in Hwange National Park

This entire day is dedicated to Safari in Zimbabwe’s largest and most famous National 
Park. 

Your guide will show you the wildlife and birds of the park. He will provide you with 
interesting facts about the vegetation and the landscape that you see. 

Besides being a home to the Big Five, Hwange National Park boasts over 100 different 
species of mammals and more than 400 species of birds have been recorded here. 
Enjoy your day in the wilderness of this amazing National Park.

In the evening, you will return to Miombo Safari Camp for dinner.

Full Board and Activities, Miombo Safari Camp or similar

Days 6 & 7 – Mini-Cruise on Lake Kariba

After a 3 hour scenic bus transfer, you will embark on your Zambezi Cruise & Safaris cruise 
boat for your adventure on Lake Kariba. A scrumptious light lunch will be served on board as 
you make way for the Sengwe River Basin.  

On arriving in the late afternoon the main vessel will moor on the shoreline of one of the 
many islands – it is here that the Captain will allow the use of the smaller tender boats 
to explore the remote Sengwe River system. With stunning scenery, resident hippo and 
crocodile populations and great birding – you end the day with a relaxing sunset cruise that 
includes delicious drinks and snacks. 



The next day, you can enjoy an early morning activity to explore the unbeatable scenic views 
and abundant birdlife of the Sijarira Forest Land and the Chete Safari Area – through the 
Sengwe Inlet and motoring down the Sengwe River - stopping off for a light breakfast and 
coffee on board the tender boat.

Back on the main vessel – the Captain will untie the mooring and leisurely cruise for 4 hours 
through the Chete gorge and into the Ruze River system. This is the time for you to totally 
relax, read, take a dip in the pool or enjoy a siesta.

Afternoon activities on the tender boats include: fishing (for those who are interested in 
trying their luck to catch the famed Tiger or Bream fish) or game viewing and bird sightings.

Fully inclusive, 2 nights aboard a comfortable cruise boat



Day 8 - 10 –  Victoria Falls

Roughly five hour’s scenic drive will take you to Victoria Falls today. 

You will have an opportunity to settle in to your room at The Kingdom (or similar) , 
have lunch and relax for a while. Your afternoon is at leisure. 

On your first full day in Victoria Falls, you will enjoy a guided tour of the Victoria Falls 
rainforest.

You will barely have passed the gate when you already hear the thunder of the water 
falling over the basalt cliff 100 metres deep into the chasm. 1,7 km wide, the Victoria 
Falls, locally named “The Smoke that Thunders” will draw you in with its magic. 
The Falls need to be seen, heard, smelled, felt with all the senses and you have the 
opportunity on this tour to do that. 

Depending on the time of year, the water levels and the direction of the breeze, you 
will feel the water of the Zambezi like gentle spray or like a heavy downpour. It is a 
good idea to bring a waterproof bag for your camera and a rain jacket for yourself.

Later in the afternoon, you will board a boat for a sunset cruise on the Zambezi River 
above the Falls. Drinks and a few snacks are included in your cruise. You will have the 
chance to see some hippos, crocodiles and many species of water birds. As the sun 
sets behind the palm trees, you will start to cruise back to the jetty. 



Your second full day in Victoria Falls is at leisure for you to enjoy one of the many 
optional activities that are on offer in this "Adventure Capital of the World"! From 
Bungee Jumping off the Victoria Falls bridge to white water rafting, canoeing, a game 
drive in the Zambezi National Park or a few hours in a hide at water level watching 
animals come to drink, the choice is yours. 
 
In the evening, the whole group will meet for a last evening of night photography at 
the Victoria Falls. At full moon, a rainbow appears in the spray of the Falls and that is 
what you are going to go and capture. 

Full Board, The Kingdom Hotel or similar

Day 11 - Departure

After a leisurely breakfast, your transfer will be waiting to take you to Victoria Falls airport 
for your flight back home. We hope you will travel well and that you will take very special 
memories back home. 



MATOBO HILLS NATIONAL PARK

The scenery of Matobo Hills National Park is incredible, consisting of hundreds of small 
hills; some are “balancing rock” kopjes (hills) others are giant whaleback “dwalas”: huge 
domed expanses of bare granite. Looking at the jumbles of piled rocks on these kopjes with 
imagination, as in the clouds, one can see forms. Some are unique to one’s own imagination, 
others are easily recognisable, e.g. the “camel” and the “mother and child”.

Within the caves and crevasses formed by the jumble of rocks are the “canvasses “of San rock 
art. Matobo has about 3000 registered sites of San rock paintings, some of them are several 
thousand years old. It is a haunting experience to sit and look at the images and imagine what 
was going on in the minds of the artists as they painted.

Destination Information



Some of the images are beautifully and precisely executed, depict animals, people, hunting 
scenes. Others look like hurried scrawls, again others are figures that seem to have no 
concrete shape or form. Many of the animals depicted in the paintings still abound in the 
area.

Sable antelope and giraffe wander between the hills and baboons and dassies (rock hyrax) 
scamper over the boulders. Above Verreaux’s eagles circle, the dassies forming their 
predominant prey. Brightly coloured lizards bask in the sunshine on the rocks or race for 
cover when frightened. The rock faces themselves are not a dull grey. They are painted with 
bright blotches and streaks of red yellow and orange lichen. Amongst the rocks you can find 
spectacular vegetation, none more so that the tenacious Rock figs that seem to melt into the 
rock itself: incredibly long whitish roots stretch over bare rock and disappear into the tiniest 
cracks and thick green leaves sprout in their canopies.

On the imposing “World’s View” dwala is the grave of Cecil John Rhodes. It is well worth 
spending some time here because it really offers a stunning view of the surrounding scenery. 
This forbidding environment is home to the diurnal elephant shrews that, if you sit still, can 
be seen darting around as they look for insects to eat.

Shashani Lodge is situated on a private game reserve only a short drive away from Plumtree 
and approximately an hour’s drive from Bulawayo on the border of Matobo National Park. 
Ancient rock paintings and a historical grain-bin site are a morning’s stroll away. You can 
watch many species of plains game from the lodge.

10 individual en-suite lodges are spaced widely on the edge of a huge rock dome with views 
over a wooded valley and the characteristic Matobo granite hills. All rooms are comfortably 
furnished and have private verandas.

The main building has a comfortable lounge and bar with adjoining dining room, all open-
fronted towards the breathtaking view. A large fireplace takes the chill out of winter evenings. 

The swimming pool is ideally placed to gather the sun’s warmth and to offer beautiful views 
over the surrounding landscape whilst relaxing.



HWANGE NATIONAL PARK

Hwange National Park covers an area of 14,000 km², making it the largest protected 
area in Zimbabwe. There are no rivers that carry water all year round, thus in the dry 
season from about May to November the animals depend on the water points at which 
water is artificially pumped for them.

Due to its huge size, the park offers diverse habitats for animals and birds. Hence, over 
100 species of mammals and 400 species of birds can be found here. Only a very small 
part of the park is developed for tourism.

During colonial times, the British pronounced the name „Wankie“ but it derives from 



a local chief named Hwange. Ndebele - King Mzilikazi, proclaimed this area as his 
hunting territory.

Large parts of the present park were turned into a Wildlife Reserve in 1928. In 1949, the 
former cattle ranch belonging to H.G. Robins was purchased, added to the Reserve and 
the entire area was declared a National Park. H.G. Robins had tried to breed cattle, but 
lions and leopards took many of his animals, thus he gave up and turned his ranch into 
a game farm.

At the time of its proclamation as National Park there were barely any animals left in 
Hwange. They had been hunted relentlessly and they only migrated into this arid park in 
the rainy season. Due to the creation of approximately 60 artificial water points, a large 
number of wild animals is now held within the park throughout the year. Today Hwange 
National Park is the most popular tourist attraction in the country next to the Victoria 
Falls and Great Zimbabwe Monument. There are several reasons for this: Accessibility: 
No one who visits Zimbabwe wants to miss seeing the Victoria Falls. Hwange National 
Park is not even a whole day‘s journey away from the Falls, and a visit to both places 
can be combined easily.

Landscape and animals: The park can be divided roughly into two regions. The north 
has more water, the altitude is higher and there are numerous rocky outcrops. In the 
south, the landscape merges into the sparser and more arid Kalahari sand. In the area 
around Main Camp and south-east of it, the soil consists of Kalahari sand. Therefore, 
the landscape is flat, sometimes slightly undulating, there is a lot of open grassland with 
groves of camel-thorn and teak trees. In the dry season there is little natural water in the 
park, the animals are thus dependent on artificial waterholes. Most likely you will see, 
elephants, many species of antelope, giraffe, buffalo and if you‘re very lucky, one of the 
very few white rhinos in this area. In the west and north of the park, lies the Sinamatella 
area. The soil and landscape are very different. Hills and rocky outcrops are the most 
prominent features, the vegetation consists mainly of Mopane forest.



LAKE KARIBA

Lake Kariba is one of the world‘s largest man-made lakes covering a length of 250 km and it is 
up to 40 km wide. 

When the dam was completed, many people of the Tonga nation were relocated to 
higher ground, far from their villages on the Zambezi River. Where they had previously 
lived mainly from fishing, they now had to learn to survive by growing crops.

They tell the story of Nyaminyami, the river god of the Zambezi. His wife lives on the 
Zambian shore and the two were separated by the construction of the dam. The floods 
that devastated parts of the dam whilst it was under construction in 1957 and 1958 



and that swept many people to their deaths are attributed to his anger over the building 
project. Even today, the earth trembles here occasionally. It is said that this is due to the 
efforts of Nyaminyami to finally be reunited withhis wife.

When the lake began to fill up, many animals were stranded on higher areas that turned 
into islands initially and then slowly but surely also began to disappear under water. In 
a gigantic and unprecedented effort, National Parks staff and volunteers, led by Rupert 
Fothergill, rescued more than 6,000 animals within 5 years, including everything from 
elephants to snakes and lizards.

The lake was intended as a reservoir and hydroelectric project that benefits both 
Zimbabwe and Zambia. In addition, a tiny species of fish named Kapenta was relocated 
here from Lake Tanganyika. Many commercial fishing companies live off these fish on 
both sides of the border.

A large part of the southern shore as well as some of the islands are nature reserves, thus 
a large variety of animals and birds can be observed. Crocodiles go hunting and fishing. 
Hippos rise out of the water to graze in the cover of darkness. Elephant splash in the 
lake and take mud baths, fish eagles circle over the water, their wild and beautiful call 
echoes far and wide.

Your Cruise Boat offers you cabins with en-suite shower and WC, all with stunning lake 
views and beautiful teak furnishings. Every cabin is fully air-conditioned and boasts a unique 
contemporary feel. The boat has an expansive lounge and dining area, offering panoramic 
views of the landscape beyond, coupled with stylish interiors. 

A staircase leads to the top deck, from where our captain sails the vessel. From here you have 
a bird’s eye view and this is a great place to relax on a day bed in the open air.

You may prefer to escape the heat of the midday sun with a dip in the pool or to kick back 
and relax on the sun loungers, all the while surrounded by endless views of stunning African 
scenes.



VICTORIA FALLS

Dr. David Livingstone is considered the discoverer of the Victoria Falls, referred to at 
the time and even nowadays by the local people as „Mosi oa Tunya“ or „Chinotimba“. 
Translated it means „the smoke that thunders“. This name derives from the constant, 
thundering sound of falling water and the huge cloud of spray from The Falls that is 
visible far and wide when the river is in flood.

In November 1855, Dr. Livingstone was on an expedition, the objective of which was 
to follow the course of the Zambezi to its mouth on the shore of the Indian Ocean. It 
is reported that Dr. Livingstone had heard about the waterfalls from local people on a 
previous trip and now followed up on these reports to find this impressive spectacle of 
nature. 

Of course, The Falls also destroyed his plans to follow the river further east for the time 
being. Dr. Livingstone has not been forgotten to this day. The town on the Zambian 
side of the Zambezi was named after him. If you book a helicopter flight over the falls, 
you will take part in a „Flight of Angels“. This comes from a sentence attributed to Dr. 
Livingstone, who said of the Victoria Falls. „Scenes so lovely must have been gazed 
upon by angels in their flight“.

When you step out of the rainforest at one of the lookout points and stand still for a 
while, you will be mesmerized by the tumbling, plunging veils of water that form new 
patterns and shades of colour as you watch.  



The thunder of The Falls at high water is so loud that other sounds become inaudible 
and you are protected from the noise, the bustle and the constant demands of everyday 
life. 

At low water you feel the spray on your skin as fine, cooling mist or when the river carries 
a lot of water, it feels like the rain during a violent thunderstorm that soaks everything in 
a split second. You can smell the freshness of the water as well as the wet, earthy scent 
of the rain forest. Even if every facet and every new sight tempts you to photograph it 
stop for a few minutes and simply do nothing but enjoy the amazing sensations. This 
wonder of the world is always worth it.



GENERAL INFORMATION

Health advice for your trip

Please note that you will be travelling in a malaria area in the course of your trip, we urgently advise 
you to consult a physician about prophylactic medication!

What is malaria?
Malaria is a potentially fatal infectious disease caused by single-cell parasites. The parasites are 
transferred from one human being to another by Anopheles mosquitoes. The parasites undergo a stage 
of their development inside the mosquito. Once they are transferred to the human blood-stream, they 
multiply rapidly and invade the red blood cells. Here they multiply again, destroying the affected blood 
cells in the process.

What are the symptoms of malaria?
Usually at least one week passes between infection and the appearance of the first symptoms, but 
several weeks to months can pass. At first the symptoms are very similar to those of a bad attack of flu. 
The malarial infections that occur in Africa often do not show the regular fever attacks of other malarial 
forms. Thus, should you feel ill during or after a trip and show symptoms of flu, in spite of having taken 
prophylactic medication, please under all circumstances consult your physician and mention your trip 
to Africa.

How can I protect myself from malaria?
In addition to taking prophylactic medication (which you should under all circumstances discuss with 
your physician!) you can protect yourself by avoiding mosquito bites.
1. At dawn and dusk when the mosquitoes are most active, wear long sleeves and long trousers as 

well as closed shoes. 
2. Before setting off on your trip, you can impregnate your clothing with mosquito repellent, please 

consult your pharmacy for effective products.
3. Spray any uncovered areas of skin with mosquito repellent, again, particularly at dusk and dawn. 

Please use local mosquito repellents, the ones we can buy in Europe are usually not effective in 
Africa.

4. Please use the mosquito nets that many lodges and hotels provide in affected areas. If your room is 
equipped with a ceiling fan, use it at a medium setting, this is also effective in keeping mosquitoes 
away.

Visa Information for your trip

Citizens of most European countries as well as citizens of the US and Canada can buy their visa on 
arrival in Zimbabwe. 

Please check with your foreign office or your local Zimbabwean Embassy whether this applies to you 
and how much your visa will cost.

Try to have the exact amount for your visa ready on arrival, this saves a lot of time as change may be 
hard to come by. 



WHAT TO BRING

What goes in your Carry On Bag

Passport, visa if needed - as German or UK citizen, you can buy your visa on arrival. 
Electronic airline ticket
Vaccination certificate
Cash - For Zimbabwe US$ are best. Make sure you have notes in several denominations as change is 
very hard to come by.   
Credit cards - are rarely used in Zimbabwe but are essential for car rentals. 
Booking confirmations and vouchers
Insurance documents (if applicable)

Pullover/ cardigan & a wind cheater 
you are flying to Africa but who knows what kind of weather is expecting you? Also, it can be rather 
drafty in the aircraft.  
Scarf or bandana (see above)
mobile phone, tablet, MP3 player, ear phones - not everybody enjoys the airline‘s entertainment 
program.
Don‘t forget charging devices, cables and a power adapter! 
A good book (see above)
Notebook and pen for those who start writing their travel diary during the flight.   
Sleeping pills - those who need to be fit on arrival but have trouble sleeping on a plane may have to 
take such measures.
All medication that you need regularly

Camera equipment  
cameras
lenses
remote release
memory cards
batteries and rechargeable batteries
charging device and cable
cleaning cloth/brush
binoculars
extra pair of glasses/sunglasses

Headlamp or torch/flashlight with batteries
Cosmetics that you need in flight, a maximum of 100 ml each in a transparent 1 litre ziplock bag 

What goes in your Checked luggage

Clothing should be:
comfortable
neutral coloured for safari
light / small packing volume
easy to wash 
quick to dry
definitely one warm jacket, and  "onion peel tactic" i.e. layered clothing.

Don‘t forget sunscreen and a hat!



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What is the best time of year to travel to Zimbabwe?
Zimbabwe’s climate is subtropical to tropical and the seasons are opposite to those of the northern 
Hemisphere. I.e. During our Summer it is Winter in Zimbabwe, our Autumn is Spring there. A large 
part of the country is on a high plateau of over 1000 metres above sea level. The climate here is usually 
temperate. In the low-lying areas in the valleys of the large rivers Limpopo and Zambezi at about 300 
metres above sea level, it can be very hot. The hottest month is October before the first rains that cool 
the air a little are expected in November. The rainy season is from November to March, this is also the 
Summer that often brings hot and humid weather. In Winter the weather is usually clear and dry with 
night frost up to approximately -5°C whilst temperatures during the day can average at 20 to 25°C. 
In order to go on safari and see lots of animals, the dry months between June and October are best. 
During this time animals find little or no water in the bush and depend on waterholes and rivers to 
drink. During this time the grass is golden-yellow and many of the trees and bushes are bare. If you 
would like to go on safari but also prefer moderate temperatures, then either May or late August/early 
September are good times to go. For birders the months between November and March could be 
rewarding as many of the migrant species can be found here during this period.

Is it safe to travel in Zimbabwe?
As far as crime is concerned, you are far safer in Zimbabwe than in South Africa. Taking the usual 
precautions that you would observe anywhere, i.e. looking out for your belongings in a crowd and 
not conspicuously carrying valuables around will suffice to keep you safe. If you decide on travelling 
to Zimbabwe on one of our tours, your safety is our top priority. We have chosen the individual trip 
segements with a view to the fact that we can offer you excellent guides who are all top specialists in 
their own areas. Thus you will always be in expert company and will always have a partner at your side 
with whom you can consult in all situations and who will see to it that you can make the most of your 
safari.

What currency is used in Zimbabwe?
Zimbabwe has no national currency of her own at the moment. Officially the US$ and the South 
African Rand are used. We recommend bringing US$ with you in a mixture of smaller and larger 
denominations up to a maximum of US$ 50,00. US$ 100,00 notes are often not happily accepted. You 
should have small denomination banknotes as there is frequently no change. 

What vaccinations do I need for a trip to Zimbabwe?
There are no mandatory vaccinations required unless you are entering the Zimbabwe from a country 
where yellow fever is endemic. We recommend that you make sure your usual vaccinations are up to 
date.

Please consult your GP or travel specialist about malaria prophylaxis!




